Attachment A - Sign Design Guidelines

The information that follows isintended to be used as a gudeline only. Because signageis
intended to be visible and attract attention, it has sgnificant visual impact onthe area in which it
isplaced, paticularly in acommunity that is attempting to maintain certain aesthetic qualities.
Sgnage, as part of the overall character of anarea, can producea lasting impression onvisitors
andlocal residents. This guideis offered to sign owners andsign makers as a nonregulatory,
voluntary guideline; it is nat intended to be used to evaluate a propcsed signin any commnunity in
Schohaie County. The guidelines may be used by communities when revising their sign
regulations.

Sign Types and Placement
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Though unified by common design elements,

Groundsigns are perhaps best signs can still express the individual character of each business.

used in Situations where thereis
alarge setbad from the stred,
where the dtention o fast

moving vehiclesis being sought, Figure 3. Variety vs. Uniformity

or where there ae several usesin ore building.

Wall signs, or other signs attached dredly onabuilding, are best used in pedestrian o
vill age scale mmmercial areas. Figure 4 ill ustrates appropriate locations on a buil ding
for various types of signs. Projeding signs are best used for street-level and secondfloor
businessidentificaion where the dtention d slow moving vehicles or pedestriansis
desired and where little or no front yard is avail able for aground @ free-standing sign
(Figure 4, No. 8). Signsidentifying asecndfloor business $ioud be placed dredly
beside arelated window (No0.9) and shoud na be higher than the height of the window
opening. First floor projeding signs soud na projed more that threefeet and second
floor projeding signs sroud na projed more than two fee beyondthe fagade of the
building.

All figures from the Vill age Planning Handbodk, Bucks County Planning Comrrisson, 1989.

Most text taken from the Waterbury Zoning Regulations, Waterbury, VT, 1994,



Windows provide an excdlent
areafor signsthat will not
interfere with the achitectural
detail s or overall appearance of
the building. Such signs shoud
simply state the name and function
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Freestanding signs are perhaps R |
best used in areas of slow moving e

vehicles or pedestrian activity.
Freestanding signswork well in
intimate settings, such as
courtyards.

If two businesss share acommon
storefront (Figure 4 No. 1), bah

shoud use the same basic sign Figure 4. Sign types and placement
format. Signsrelating to stred

level establishments shoud be placed within an information band (No. 3 immediately
abowve the storefront or should be gplied dredly to the display window (No. 2. The
information band shoud na be longer than the overall | ength of the storefront. If it
canna be confined to the width of an existing band defined by the buil ding, its height
shoud na exceeal two feet, six inches.

Seoondfloor businesses shoud be identified by a stred level directory or sign that is
placal drectly beside (No. 4), immediately above (No. 5), or diredly onarelated
window (No. 6). A sign placed beside the window shoud be no higher than the height of
the window opening. A sign placed immediately above awindow shoud be nolonger
than the overall width of the window.

Third floor businesses ould be identified either by a stred level diredory or sign that is
applied dredly to arelated window (No. 7). No signs shoud be placed onthe fagade of
the buil ding above the secondfloor.

All figures from the Vill age Planning Handbodk, Bucks County Planning Comrrisson, 1989.

Most text taken from the Waterbury Zoning Regulations, Waterbury, VT, 1994,



Sign Size
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nat generally consistent
with the scae and pedestrian-orientation d vill age aess.

The size of the sign should depend uponits expeded locaion onthe fagade of the
building so it does nat conced significant architecural detail s (Figure 5).

An example of asign that is not
consistent with its building or
locaionis shownin Picture 1.
This sgnistoolarge. Notice

. that the spead of traffic in this
areaisregulated by asignal and
isrelatively slow moving. Also,
the size of the signinrelationto
pedestrians onthe sidewalk is
out of scde. This sgn
dominates the aeain whichit is
locaed and negatively effeds
surroundng businesses.

It isnot hard to visuali ze that
recognition d the business
would na be lost with a
lowering and reduction of the

| existing large sign since
additional small signs exist and
the achitecture and color of the
building itself servesasa
symbal that isreadily
identifiable to the general pubic
(Picture 2).

Picture 2: Sign dterationswith improved scale

All figures from the Vill age Planning Handbodk, Bucks County Planning Comirisson, 1989.

Most text taken from the Waterbury Zoning Regulations, Waterbury, VT, 199%4.



An example of asign that is consistent with
its locaionisthis Central National Bank
sign (Picture 3). The size, content, and
materials of the sign are aatheticdly
pleasing and proper for vehicular and
pedestrian traffic.

Picture 3: Desired signsize, materials, andcolors.

Sign Content

The message onthe sign shoud be

easy to read, dred, and simple.

Too much information on o or a
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Pictures, symbadls, and logos can
addindividuality and charader to
signs and make them easier to read.

Fiqure 6. Cluttered vs. clear information

Sign M aterials

Materials shoud be seleded which are compatible with the achitedure of the building
andthe dharader of the area For signsin historic aeas and commercial areas,
consideration shoud be given to haw its materials fit into the surroundng streescape.
Signs of wood, either painted ar carved, with external lighting, are usually percaved to
be aethetically pleasing and are usually appropriate in any locaionin avill age or rural
locaion. While avariety of suppats can be used, wood @ wrought ironis
recommended. Internally-lit plastic signs are generally not consistent in most areas and
are usually perceived to bethe least aestheticdly pleasing.

Sign Colors

Most signs need nomore than three ®lors. one for badground,a wntrasting color for
lettering, and athird for emphasis (such as borders, motifs, or shading). For an
ill ustration incorporated into a sign, complementary colors shoud be used (Figure 7).

All figures from the Vill age Planning Handbodk, Bucks County Planning Comirisson, 1989.

Most text taken from the Waterbury Zoning Regulations, Waterbury, VT, 199%4.



Colors used for asign
shoud complement the
genera tone of the
structure it serves.
When more than ore
signisused, the wlors
of thesigns oud be
coordinated to present
aunified image.

All figures from the Vill age Planning Handbodk, Bucks County Planning Comrrisson, 1989.

Most text taken from the Waterbury Zoning Regulations, Waterbury, VT, 1994,



